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Mastersingers. It was not within Smetana's power
to spread himself beyond a provincial sphere,
whereas Wagner, by sheer imaginative force, con-
verts a theme no less provincial in essence into
one of universal appeal. Presumably WitwicM
would have been well pleased had Chopin written
a Polish Bartered Bride. But Chopin was destined
to proclaim his race with a more subtle and more
persuasive eloquence than Smetana could com-
mand. That eloquence reaches and sustains a
climax, not in an opera but in four examples of
another form of dramatic narrative, the Ballade.
He did not reach this point of development,
however, for four or five years. His grief at the
fall of Warsaw demanded a swifter outlet than
was provided by the extended form of a Ballade.
Moreover, he was soon beginning his travels
again. From Stuttgart he set out for Paris, where
he arrived at the end of September. One of his
earliest experiences there was a pro-Polish demon-
stration, and of this he wrote to Tytus, describing
the unpleasant impression which the harsh,
hysterical voices of the mob left upon him. The
letter contains other interesting first impressions*
This, for instance : " The French are a queer
people; as soon as evening comes you hear no-
thing but voices calling out the titles of new chap-
books. Sometimes you can buy three or four
sheets of rubbish for a sou, such as DArt defaire
les arnants et de les conserver ensuite, Les Amours des
pr&fres, UArchev&que de Paris avec Madame la Duckesse
du Barry> and a thousand other such indecencies,